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a full time worker of the Communist Party. He took his responsibi-
lities with the utmost seriousness when he was named a member of
the editorial board of the weekly organ of the party, Janasakthi, and
of the agit-prop unit that functioned under the direction of the Madras
provincial committee of the Communist Party. But it was not long
before his old stubbornness and independence were to cause dis-
pleasure to the heads of his new "family." And, in time, the foster
father, as represented by the majority leadership of the provincial
committee, appeared to him fully as wilful and wayward as his own
natural father had been. He was not prepared to subject himself
completely to the dictates of his foster father. The provincial commit-
tee "began finding fault with just about everything" that he and his
associates wrote. When they protested, the committee sought to
counter them in a manner that he found unacceptable and distasteful.
On the problem posed by the situation, he writes:
Those in the majority acquire strength and get hold of power.
Thereafter, and because they have laid their hands on the levers of
power, they view the minority with a jaundiced eye and even begin
to suspect it. They are afraid that the minority's line may gather
strength and in time it will become the majority while they
themselves will be reduced to minority status. Therefore, while
they still are the majority group, they prepare themselves to use
their power and authority to destroy the minority. They are in
haste to finish this job before the minority gets a second opportu-
nity.
Communists think that it is in bourgeois democracy that the
majority turns totalitarian and takes steps to reject the minority
totally and destroy it.... I concluded that the innate lack of self-
confidence harboured by any man, group, or ideology, coupled
with the persistence of the ego and the vested interest gave rise to a
fanatical conviction that one's own view was the only correct one.
Such fanaticism led one to transgress the norms of civilized
behaviour.15
What was the duty of an individual when he found himself face
to face with such a situation? The problem was to continue to nag
him for long thereafter. "Party work is not something to be perform-
ed as a soulless routine. Communist discipline does not mean mere
obedience to orderg," he had asserted at a meeting of members of his